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The business community is prepared to pay higher fuel taxes in order to have a strong transportation
infrastructure, Office Depot Chairman and CEO Steve Odland told an audience of transportation experts
and users during a July 15 CEO Leadership Series luncheon organized by the National Chamber
Foundation.

Noting that the federal fuel tax has not been raised in more than 15 years, Odland said the message to
Congress is, “we're business, and we're willing to pay more to fix the problem.”

As head of a $14.5 billion a year office supply company with more than 1,700 stores in 48 countries,
Odland is in a prime position to represent the business community on this issue, according to Chamber
President and CEO Tom Donohue. “Steve has another quality all too rare in a CEO—he understands how
decisions in Washington affect everyday life in everybody’s business,” Donohue said during his
introduction of Odland. “His real passion is transportation and transportation infrastructure. His
company’s success depends on a transportation and logistics system that allows products to be
delivered on time and on budget. Logistics and transportation efficiency goes right to the bottom line.”

A well-maintained infrastructure is important not just for Office Depot, but for jobs, the economy, and
U.S. competitiveness, Odland said. “Our dependence on the surface transportation system is
considerable,” Odland said. “We use the entire complex web—roads, rails, air, water—as an
interconnected network that leverages all kinds of assets around the nation.”

But the system has not kept up with the demand, largely because of lack of funds. “Revenue and
funding is the elephant in the room,” he said. “It’s in a dire situation. We have to deal with the gas tax. |
know it’s a political third rail. But we have to deal with it. It’s a good short- and medium-term solution.”

Odland suggested raising the gas tax by five to eight cents a gallon over the next five years. “We have an
investment gap,” Odland said, noting that the nation needs to spend an additional $250 million annually
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